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CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES

“In the global picture we believe that failure to
achieve a just peace in this critical area imperils
the quest for peace and security in the Middle
East and in the world itself.”

(Cardinal Theodore McCarrick, December 2003)

Introduction

As Israelis and Palestinians struggle to end years of
conflict, Pope John Paul IT and the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops continue to call for the United States to be
unwavering in its work to help bring a just peace to the region.

Since renewed political unrest erupted in September of
2000, nearly 3,000 people, including at least 2,183 Palestinians
and 751 Israelis, have lost their lives in the spiral of violence that
has marked the most recent conflict.

In Israel, the loss of hundreds of innocent lives from
terrorist attacks on city buses and in shopping areas, crowded
streets and universities has created an ethos of fear and a strident A Child of Jenin
demand for lasting security.

In the Palestinian territories the corresponding military retaliation, curfews and closures imposed by the Israeli
government have resulted not only in an escalating loss of life, but in wide-scale joblessness, malnutrition and
displacement — conditions that affect all citizens and exacerbate the violence. In 2002, 60 percent of the population of the
West Bank and Gaza was living on less than $2 per day, according to World Bank statistics.

U.S. Bishops call for a just peace

For the past three years, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) has repeatedly called upon
Catholics to pray and advocate for a just peace between Israelis and Palestinians. Most recently the U.S. bishops have
joined other religious leaders to urge the U.S. government to step up efforts to end the conflict through its Roadmap for
peace in the Middle East, asserting that every effort must be made for the initiative to succeed.

In a June 2003 letter to President George W. Bush, USCCB President Bishop Wilton Gregory wrote that given
legitimate grievances on both sides of the conflict the “road map outlines the elements of a just and lasting peace.” These
include:

Real security for the State of Israel;

A viable state for Palestinians;

Just resolution of the refugee problem;

An agreement on Jerusalem which protects religious freedom and other basic rights;
Implementation of relevant UN resolutions and other provisions of international law;

e Recognition of the immediate need to alleviate the serious humanitarian and economic crisis in the
Palestinian areas, and to build a vibrant civil society.

Similarly Pope John Paul II has applauded the peace process. In his June address to the new Israeli ambassador to the
Vatican, the pope said: “It is essential that both parties give clear signs of their determined commitment to bring this
peaceful coexistence about. By doing so, a priceless contribution will be made towards the building of a relationship of
mutual trust and cooperation.”




