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January 12, 2009
Emergency Brief #1: Gaza Conflict
Situation: 

The Israeli military operation in the Gaza Strip has been underway for more than two weeks. Some 900 Gazans have been killed (including 277 children) and at least 3,600 injured. It is estimated that more than a million Gazans, out of a population of 1.5 million, have no electricity or running water.
Prior to the outbreak of the latest violence, around 750,000 Gazans were already dependent on food aid. Now there are critical shortages of staple foods and cooking gas.
Unable to flee the fighting, many Gazans are taking shelter in schools and other public buildings. Hospitals are hugely overstretched with the large numbers of casualties and shortages of medical supplies.

On January 7, Israel announced it would halt military strikes for a three-hour period each afternoon to allow much-needed humanitarian assistance to be distributed. CRS is working closely with the United Nations, other international organizations and local partners to ensure a fast and efficient response to the most vulnerable families during these windows of time.
The fighting continues despite a UN Security Council resolution calling for an immediate cease-fire.

CRS staff members in Gaza are unharmed and are in regular contact with the CRS Office in Jerusalem.

CRS Response:
As soon as conditions permit the safe movement of staff, CRS will provide 500 of the most vulnerable, war-affected families in Gaza with desperately needed food, water and other humanitarian relief supplies. With a $250,000 grant from the U.S. Agency for International Development and $100,000 from its generous American donors, CRS will distribute food such as tuna, canned meat and high-protein biscuits, hygiene items including soap, towels and diapers, and other essentials such as blankets, candles, bandages and water-purification tablets. 
CRS is working closely with the United Nations, other international organizations and local partners, to ensure a fast and efficient response to the most vulnerable families. On Jan. 3, CRS coordinated delivery of a limited supply of cooking gas, diapers, bottled water, and food to the Missionaries of Charity in Gaza. The sisters’ work in Gaza includes caring for disabled children.

CRS' office in Cairo is also monitoring the situation and is ready to respond. "We are on standby to provide relief if there are Palestinian refugees from Gaza who are allowed to come to Egypt," says Luc Picard, Country Representative for CRS Egypt.

CRS’ regular programs in Gaza have been temporarily put on hold because its staff and partners have largely been confined to their homes as a result of the fighting. Once security allows, CRS will resume programs that give impoverished women jobs, train youth in nonviolence and conflict resolution, distribute food, and provide psychosocial counseling for traumatized women and children.

In addition to its humanitarian response, CRS and the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) are calling for strong U.S. diplomatic leadership, together with international partners, to achieve an immediate, comprehensive cease-fire that ends the escalating violence between Israel and Hamas, addresses the humanitarian situation, and leads to concrete steps toward a two-state peace agreement—the best hope for long-term stability and security for both Israelis and Palestinians.

From the Field:

“We will work closely with our partners in Gaza to deliver these supplies when conditions are secure enough for long enough. Aid distribution will be difficult and dangerous as a result of the closure of border crossings between Israel and Gaza, bottlenecks at open crossings and ongoing military strikes from the ground, air and sea within Gaza.”
Matt Davis, country representative for CRS' Jerusalem, West Bank and Gaza program.
CRS in the News:

Florida Catholic:

Missionaries of Charity say they’ll stay in Gaza with women, children
Catholic News Service
As Israel attacks Gaza Strip, residents fear it's just the beginning
How to Help:
Pray

Petitions 

That the war in Gaza and Israel will end immediately, 

that political and military leaders will find the courage to turn away from violence 

and choose peace as the path to security and justice for all. 

For this we pray… 

That we as faith-filled citizens of our country and the world, 

will stand in solidarity with the people of the Holy Land, 

to compassionately care for the victims of war in Gaza and Israel, 

and boldly demand that our leaders seek and support a just and peaceful resolution to the

conflict in the Holy Land. 

For this we pray… 

As we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord in the shadow of war in Gaza and Israel, 

may we recommit ourselves to our baptismal vocation to demand peace in times of war, 

to care for war’s victims regardless of identity,

and to seek a common good based on the human rights and human dignity of all people. 

For this we pray…
Advocate
Make a call for peace in the Holy Land today:

https://secure2.convio.net/crs/site/Advocacy?alertId=465&pg=makeACall 
Donate 
via phone:       

1-877-HELP-CRS

Donate online:             www.crs.org
Write a check:             Catholic Relief Services

                                    P.O. Box 17090
                                    Baltimore, Maryland 21203-7090

Memo portion of check: Gaza Emergency
Background:
Catholic Relief Services has worked with local partners in Jerusalem, the West Bank and Gaza for nearly half a century. Our projects aim to support peace with justice for all people in this troubled region, while responding to the humanitarian and sustainable development needs of Palestinians. 
Even prior to the most recent violence, the West Bank and Gaza were suffering one of the worst humanitarian situations in the history of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. It threatens not only the well-being of Palestinian civilians and the very poor, but also endangers prospects for a sustainable peace between Palestinians and Israelis. 

Four decades of occupation, expanding settlements, military operations, the Separation Wall, restrictions on the movement of people and goods, and general insecurity have devastated Palestinian society. Poverty rates are nearly 65 percent and food insecurity has risen 13 percent since 2006. 

CRS programs address the severe unemployment, lack of quality education, rising food insecurity and lack of opportunities for Palestinians. 

Due to restrictions on movement, CRS JWBG maintains three offices in the West Bank (in Jerusalem, Bethlehem and Hebron) and one in Gaza City. 

For many examples and stories of our extensive work in the Holy Land, please go to: http://www.crs.org/jerusalem/stories/
